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CITY OF BROOK PARK, OHIO

RESQLUTION NO. ?”éé’ e R

THYRODUCED BY: MAYOR GAMMELLA

A RESOLUTION
PROCLAIMING THE EXISWENCE or A LOCAT EMERGENCY AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the Cepters Ffor Disease Control and Prevention {(CDC)
considers the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) to be a wery serious
public health threat with outcomes ranging from mild dickness to
sovere illpess and death; and

WHEREAS, COVID-1S is easily transmissible from person +o
person and has spread globally to. over 177 countries and
territories, infected more than 1,289,380 and killed more than
70,590 individuals as of April 6, 2020, according to the World
Health Organization; and

WHERERS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of
Public Health and Human Services Secrstary Alex Azar declared a
public Emergency for COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO} has declared
GOVIB-19 to be a pandemic; and

WHEREAH, the onrrent threat of the COVID-19 pandemic has
caused the Governor of the Stdate of Ohlo fo declare a state of
emergency and the Cuyahoga County Executive to declare a stdte of
emergency ln Cuyahoga County; and

WHEREAS, Governor DeWine has closed schools, day cares, senior

ceriters, restaurapnbts and bars, ordered all non-—essentilal businessésg

~ to close, banned gatherings of wmore than ten individuals, and
3_;issued a “Stay-at-Home” order until at least May 1, 2020; and

. {”kﬂ' WHEREAS, due to the current threat of the COVID-12 pandemic
A and in order to deliver seoxvices to the residents of Breok Park,
including formal open meetings of the (Gity's legislative bady,
quasi~-judicial boards and commissions and other public bodies as
wall as the delivery of sexrvices directly to the piublic in a face-
to-fade manter, including safety services, ubility services, and
inspectional services, the socisl distancing measures must be
implemented in a way that preserves to the greatest possible extent




the City's ability te dellver essential services, in compliance
with the law and the City Charter and Ordinances.

NOW THEREFORE BE T¥ RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of
Brook Park, State of Ohio that:

SECTTICN 1: This Council finds and determines that the COVID-
19 panderiic consbitules an emergency in the City of Brook Park, and
that additional efforts to safeguard the healtl, safety and welfare
of the public aré reguired. Ih making the determinations and
findings in this Resolutdon, it 1s Couneil’s intention to exercise
and avail itself, ©n behalf of the €ity of Brook Park, of the
fullest extent of its power and authority under Article XVIII,
Section 3 of the Ohi¢ Constitution as well as the laws 6f the State
of Ohie, all emergemcy management efforts including those contained
in Segtion 5502 of the Ohio Revised Code, and the Charter and
Ordinances of the City of Brook Park.

SECTION 2: This Councll finds and determines that the efforts
needed to prepare for, respand to and mitigate the lmpacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic have and will place ezxtraordinary reqairements
upon the City in its mission to deliver services to residents and
advanee the public health, safety and welfare.

SHCTION 3: This Resolution shall be interpreted broadly so as
to qualify for aid or assistance from ary available souxce,
including, but not Iimited to federal, state, regional and local
governments or governméhtal agenciés, as well as from private

entltied.

SECTION 4: fThis Council finds and determines that the City’'s
ablility to effectively respond to and manage the COVID-19 pandemic
locally will requlre disruptions to normal meeting schedules and
may impact staffing levels, work schedules, and performance of non-~
egzential functions; that ensuring the Clty's ability to discharge
its essential functiona is of critical importance; and thal the use
of technology and digital communications including vwirtual and
telephonic mectings, remote meeting and work technoldgies and other
advanced  communications  technologies, inciuding  streaming
technologies, is encouraged at this time, subject to the approval

of the Mayor.
SECPION 5: ‘This Council finds and determines that;

(a) Council will meet om 4/21/2020 electrenically for a
regular meeting., All other CGity Boand and Commission
meetings are cancélled until Ffurther notiee;

{b) The regular schedule of Council meetings under Charter
Section 4.05 is hereby suspended until Council determines
that the local emergency declared herein has abated,

(z) Council may, during the perilod of emergency, hold regular
or special meetings via teleconference or other means of
remote communications, that the Council Rules will be




suspended and dispensed with at any such meeting: and
that during such meetings during this time, no publid
comment period will be provided, although comments
submitted in a signed writing or an emall ldentifying the
writer will be noted, may be fead and will be ineluded in
the journal of proceedings.

SECTION 6: This Council finds and determines that in orxder to
meet the challenges and objectives described herein, it will
be necéssary to provide for the maximum regulatory and
operational flexibility permitted by Chio law and the City's
Charter and Ordinances, and that it is necessary to empower
and authorize the Mayor to identify the best means and methods
to ensure the City’s ability to discharge its duties, in
consultation with the Department Directors and other key staff
and outside consultants, and to take all appropriate actions
to discharge sudh duties within the foregoing parameters, and
he is hereby so authorized. The flexibility and authority
provided under this Resolution shall continuée until Council
determinea that the current state eof emergency has
sufficiently abated that such additional measures are no
longer necessary.

SECTION 7: This Resolution 1s hereby declared to be an
emergency méasure immediately necessary for the preservation of the
public peace, health, safety and welfare of said City, such
emergency belng the need to implement COVID-19 infection centrol
and prevention practices as recommended by the WHO, CDC, and the
state and locdal health departments, lmmediately; 1f prowvided thatl
this Resolution receilves the affirmative vobte of at least five (5)
members elected to Council, it shall take effect and be in force
immediately upon its passage and approval by the Mayor; otherwise,
from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

. SECTION &: Notice of the passage of this Raesolution shall be

rgiver by publishing the title and abstract of its contents,
o ‘prepared by the Director of Law, once in one newspaper of general
_.A.]-pirculation in the City of Broock Park.
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