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W H O P U T T H AT T R E E T H E R E !

From the desk of the law director Carol Dillon Horvath & Building Commissioner Ted Hurst

The citizens of Brook Park pride themselves on their homes. We live in close
proximity to each other and often the age of many trees in our community results in
confusion or conflict with regard to the care and responsibility for those trees.
Frequently questions arise as to who owns a given tree, who has rights or responsibilities
to maintain or remove trees, and who is potentially liable for trees that may cause or
have caused injury or damage.

WHAT IS THE CITY’S ROLE? The City’s involvement in tree issues is ordinarily
limited to municipally owned trees. It does not normally extend to privately owned
trees. The City may, at its discretion, provide assessments of those trees which directly
abut a public right of way (such as a sidewalk, tree lawn or street). The City will not
ordinarily remove trees which are not City property. Therefore, all issues involving
trees on private property must be resolved by the affected owners.

WHO’S RESPONSIBLE WHEN A PRIVATELY OWNED TREE DAMAGES
PROPERTY? Liability for damage caused by fallen trees is normally determined
by the principles of negligence. When a tree or limb falls, the responsibility for clearing the debris and fixing property rests with the owner of the property onto which the
tree or tree limb landed.
If you believe that a neighbor’s tree is putting you or your property at risk, you
should give your neighbor notice of the situation, either verbally, or in writing. The
resolution of any dispute over a tree remains a private civil issue.

WHAT IF A TREE IS ACROSS THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN TWO
PROPERTIES? If a part of a neighbor’s tree straddles the boundary of a property
owner, the owner may cut the tree limbs, and branches back to the property line
provided that the overall health of the tree will not be affected.

WHAT DO CITY ORDINANCES SAY REGARDING TREES? The Director
of Public Service is the Arborist of our City. (Ord. 935.01). Pursuant to Ordinance
935.08, “The Arborist shall keep trimmed all trees standing upon any public place
in this City, including tree-lawns on City streets, so that the branches of such trees
projecting over any public sidewalk or private driveway, or into any public street
beyond the curb line, shall not interfere with the public welfare.”
Further, “The owner of every lot or parcel of land within the corporate limits upon
which a tree or shrubbery stands with any part thereof upon or overhanging a public
street or sidewalk shall conform to the regulations herein provided. Otherwise, the
Arborist shall cause such trees to be trimmed or cut down and removed in accordance
with such regulations, and the cost of same to be assessed against the owner of such
lot or parcel of land.” (Ord. 935.09).
In addition, if the Arborist determines that a tree is growing in violation of Ordinance
935.09 he may “ cause written notice to be served upon the owner, lessee, agent or
tenant having charge of any lot or land within the Municipality that such trees or
shrubbery are growing in violation on such land, and that they must be trimmed or
removed in five days after the service of the notice” (Ord.935.14). Failure to comply
could result in lien and/or penalty. (Ord.935.15, 935.99).
This article is a brief summary of answers to some of the questions surrounding
trees, and does not cover all situations. Often the Building Department and Service
Department receive questions about trees. If you have any questions, please contact
the Law Department.
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DON RUTTI, BARBER 54 YEARS AT BROOKGATE
Brook Park’s legendary barber,
Don Rutti, is celebrating 54
years in Brook Park in the same
location. He, along with his
wife, Holly, and daughter, Dina,
work the barber shop daily.

Don started in 1965, the same year he and Holly
were married. He was hired by George Yunko
who just recently passed away at age 96. George
continued to cut hair in Florida until age 91.
Don moved to Muskingum Drive in Brook Park in
1956 with his mom and dad, long-time residents
Dominic and Lidia Rutti. He bought the business
in 1971 from George.

Don and Holly both like the people, their clientele,
and are now cutting hair for the fourth generation
of their long-time customers. Their customers are
not only friends but family to them as well.
Don is currently trying to sell his business. His wife,
Holly, is going to retire. However, Don says he
would like to stay on and cut hair 3 days a week.

Don had two interesting customers – One was
the pro-wrestler Andre the Giant and Don says he
WAS a giant. The other was Ohio Governor Ted
Strickland who just happened to come in one day
for a haircut.
Don remembers the heyday of Brookgate in the
60s and 70s. Brook Park had over 30,000 residents
(today we are just over 18,000). Every family
seemed to have at least 5 children. Ford, GM and
the steel mills were all going strong and at full
employment. He remembers the big American
Legion carnival every June in Brookgate’s parking
lot; the elaborate Christmas decorations; the
sidewalk sales; and every store open. It was just
more vibrant then, he remembers. The shop had
4 barbers weekly and 5 on Saturdays.
Losing his old friend and business neighbor of
almost 50 years, Mario the shoemaker, was tough.
Mario and I were good friends, said Don.

Don, Holly and their daughter, Dina would like to
thank all the residents who kept them in business
the past 54 years. “They are like family to us.”
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MAYOR GAMMELLA’S REPORT ON BROOK PARK
Brook Park Central Park
almost doubles in size!

We have recently acquired 18 acres of
land adjacent to our Recreation Center.
Many people were unware of the fact that
our Kennedy Park playground, Veterans
Memorial, half of our Forbes Baseball
Field, our two pavilions and the bathroom
facilities were all built on land owned by
the Berea City School District.
That is why it was imperative we buy
the property. We now own it all from the
I-71 fence line to Engle Road (east to
west) and Holland Road to Sylvia Drive
(north to south). This was accomplished
through a TOTAL team effort of the City
Administration, City Council, the Berea
Board of Education and the Berea City
Schools Administration. Special thanks
goes to our Law Director Carol Horvath
and Recreation Director Mark Elliott.
Now that we own all of this property, we
are going to create a new central park for
our City’s residents. This will include a
walking /jogging trail; landscape berms
along Holland and Engle Roads; Pine
trees along I-71; and more. We are finally
going to have a centralized location in our
Community for residents to gather, spend
time, work out and relax.
In addition to these 18 acres, we have also
added 10 more acres on Snow Road and
the Brookview School building.
The final price tag for all of this was
$610,000! Money well spent, invested in
our Community’s future. More details will
be forthcoming.

Ford Property Update

Engine Plant 1 is staying put for at least
another decade. The 195 acres Ford had
on the market has been taken down. This
is good news for Brook Park. It means
Ford has a serious and stable buyer for the
property. When the final decision is made,
it will bring good things to our City. I
cannot say any more at this time, as I
have signed a Confidentiality Agreement.
Hopefully, by year’s end we will have a
public announcement.

Roads Program

Our Roads Program is already starting. We
will put over six million dollars into roads
this year alone. This is unprecedented.
West 130th Street will be done to Snow
Road; Holland Road will be totally rebuilt
from Engle Road to Fry Road; Smith
Road will be done from Snow Road to
Elm Street; Sheldon Road will be done
from Eastland Road to Engle Road;
and, finally, the West End will have
an extensive crack sealing program. It
will be a BUSY road construction
season so please bear with us.

Pool Area

Enclosed with this newsletter is a survey
card for you to send back to us. Before
we renovate the pool area (i.e., new roof
and wall repairs), we want to know what
YOU want. It’s YOUR recreation center.
Please fill out the card and tell us what
you want. Just drop it off or mail it to
City Hall (6161 Engle Road).

In Closing

It has been a busy and successful year
already. It’s hard to believe 2019 is
almost half over. A lot of good things are
happening in Brook Park and more good
things are coming. Thank you for being a
resident here and a part of it all! See you at
Home Days!
Sincerely,
Michael D. Gammella, Mayor

Summer Reading Program
Mayor Gammella is
excited to announce
that our Brook Park
Firefighters will be
participating in the
Brook Park Library’s
“Summer Backpack
Reading” program, in conjunction with
Brook Park Memorial and Brookview
Elementary Schools. The program,
which will take place on Tuesdays over
the summer, is designed to maintain
the reading skills developed during the
school year for grades K-4. This great
program involves approximately 300
children! The Firefighters, alongside
teachers and high school volunteers,
are looking forward to reading and
spending time with these dedicated
students! Fire Chief Maund has even
offered a ride to school in a fire truck
to the student or students who are
most dedicated to keeping up their
reading skills!

